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what he said of them, as an inexperienced young man, who would understand bettei by and by of what materials the world was made There had been excitement and anxiety enough. Conservatism was in power again Fine gentlemen could once more lounge in their clubs, amuse themselves with their fish-ponds and horses and mistresses, devise new and ever new means of getting money and spending it, and leave the Roman Empire for the present to govern itself
The leading public men belonging to the party in power had all served in some capacity or other with Sylla or under him Of those whose names deserve particular mention there were at most five
Licimus Lucullus had been a special favorite of Sylla. The Dictator left him his executor, with the charge of his manuscripts Lucullus was a commoner, but of consular family, and a thorough-bred aristocrat He had endeared himself to Sylla by a languid talent which could rouse itself when necessary into brilliant activity, by the easy culture of a polished man of rank, and by a genius for luxury, which his admirers followed at a distance, imitating their master but hopeless of overtaking him
CEecilius Metellus, son of the Metellus whom Ma-nus had superseded in Afnca, had been consul with Sylla m 80 B 0 He was now serving in Spam against Sertorius, and was being gradually duven out of the Peninsula
Lutatius Catulus was a proud but honest patrician, with the conceit of his order, but without their vices His fathei, who had been Manus's colleague, and had been defeated by the Cimbn, had killed himself during the Marian revolution The son had escaped,